194     PSYCHOLOGY OF ABILITIES AND  DISABILITIES

midst of one test he became hysterical, laughing in a most
uncontrolled manner over the absurdities test of the
Binet series. Whenever he did not see the solution of a
problem quickly, he became utterly confused and hope-
lessly involved. Thus, on one of the construction tests,
his record was extremely poor; on each of two trials he
failed to solve this. His powers of apperception, as in-
dicated by tests as well as by his behavior, were decidedly
poor. He made seven errors out of possible ten, on the
pictorial apperception test, although a normal twelve-
year-old boy should be able to perform this satisfactorily.
His lack of good mental control was further indicated in
a reading test, where he read the selection fluently, but
in the reproduction incorporated ideas of his own which
changed the meaning altogether.

Seen a second day, the boy once more began well, but
when he made a poor record on a certain test, his expres-
sion changed to one of intense moroseness; he refused
to do any further work and began to cry. An effort was
made on a third day, at which time it was found that
he had extremely poor control of his verbal associations,
since he made 7 errors in giving the opposites to 20 dif-
ferent words. About a week later the boy once more
came to the laboratory and this time succeeded with
several tests on which he had previously failed, but the
opposites test for control of associations and the apper-
ception test were as poorly done as formerly.

Our final diagnosis regarding the mentality of this boy
was that he was a border-line case of psychosis. That
he was innately capable was shown by his good school
record and by the ease with which he passed all of the
Binet tests for general intelligence, but his lack of mental
control was equally as apparent. His reactions on nu-
merous tests showed decidedly aberrational tendencies, and
his behavior indicated his defect in powers of inhibition